Feeling keenly the necessity of establishing a public register for nurses who have undergone hospital training and have received, or from length of service are entitled to, certificates or diplomas of competency, I have willingly acceded to the request of the council to contribute a short paper to its transactions explanatory of my views on the subject. From some facts which have come to my knowledge since, I find that the question has already been exercising the minds of many members of the Association, and that a scheme 1 as been already prepared, by which the important desideratum is sought to be obtained. Any remarks I may make will have but small reference to this particular scheme, the main object of the paper being rather to elicit opinion as to the best basis on which a system of nurse registration should be organised, and the advantages likely to accrue from it. Our earnest desire is to secure your aid and the aid of all interested in the " divine drudgery," to help forward a work which must sooner or later cap the efforts that have been made, and which are now in active operation, for the purpose of perfecting this important branch of women's work. The far too familiar term, "trained nurse," so constantly besetting us in our walks abroad, or at home in the advertising columns of the daily press, carries with it an assumption that the happy possessor of the title has undergone some kind of probation or apprenticeship to the art she professes, or which is professed for her by proxy 
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